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Pou, I am interested in your history and how you were 

married during the Khmer Rouge regime.  

Were you married before the regime? 

-

 

When did you find out you were to be married? 

SBC, male, age 60,  

interviewed on April 29, 2014,  

at TPO Cambodia, Phnom Penh. 
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How did you feel when you first saw 

your wife? 

 

 

I felt my mind had 

left my body because 

it was all so strange 

and sudden. I did not 

want to get married.  

“ 
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How did she react when you told her this? 

- -

 

 



 

 

 

11 

What was the place at the riverside like? 

 

 

Why did you separate?  
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I wonder why you went to live with her parents?  

-

- -



 

 

 

13 

 

-

 

Did you live alone after separating from your wife the 

second time?  

 

Do you still keep in touch with your first wife? 

I had to ask her a 

few times and she 

agreed after about six 

months, and so we 

slept together when 

we were at the 

riverside and had 

more privacy, in order 

to save our lives. 

“ 
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Does your first daughter know the details about your 

marriage? 

 



 

 

 

15 

You said earlier you were not satisfied with the forced 

marriage at first. After you stayed with your wife for 

some time, you wanted to continue living with her even 

after the Khmer Rouge regime ended?  
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Did you celebrate a wedding ceremony with your  

new wife? 

 



 

 

 

17 

 

You said earlier you were worried about your honor and 

how a separation might affect that. Did your first wife 

worry about honor too? 

 

-
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During the period of the Khmer Rouge, did you ever 

think the regime would end one day? 

 



 

 

 

19 

You were married before the Khmer Rouge period.  

Can you tell me about this marriage? 

 

 

CP, female, age 65,  

interviewed on April 25, 2014,  

at TPO Cambodia, Phnom Penh.  
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Can you describe your wedding? 

-

 

- -

- -

 



 

 

 

21 

You were very young, so I wonder if you 

understood about marriage at the time? 

 

During the Khmer Rouge regime, you were married, and 

then you were punished for refusing to marry another 

man. What had happened to your first husband by that 

time? 

 

Yes, a Khmer Rouge 

captain loved me, 

and he killed my 

husband because of 

that. That captain, 

P., killed my husband 

so he could force me 

to marry him.  

“ 
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23 

 

 

No one passed by the prison and heard what was 

happening? 
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Who raped you at the prison? 

 

Do you know why they did this to you? 

 

 

 

Do you think you were released because he pitied you? 

 

Why did the old man agree to help you? 
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You were imprisoned, tortured and 

raped because you did not agree to 

marry. What did you think and feel at 

the time when you realized this was 

your punishment? 

-

 

When you married your husband before Khmer Rouge 

times, you also did not know or love him, right?  

 

What is the difference between the two marriages? 

I refused because 

there were no 

parents, no music, 

no relatives, no wise 

man, no dress and 

make-up, and I did 

not see that person’s 

face [before the 

wedding]. 

“ 
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When did this happen to you, ming? 

 

If you had agreed to marry Captain P., would your life 

be different now? 

 

I understand you were pregnant in the prison when this 

happened to you. Is that right? 

 

And your baby was still healthy even after the torture?  

 

After the Khmer Rouge period, you married again. What 

made you decide to remarry? 
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Did your husband know about what happened to you 

during the Khmer Rouge period? 

 

Did you have a traditional wedding for your second 

marriage? 

 

How many children do you have? 

 



 

28 
 

 

Do your children know about what happened to you 

during the Khmer Rouge? 

 

How is your marriage now? 

 



 

 

 

29 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

You have been married for a long time. What does a 

wedding mean to you? 

 

Ming, what do you think? What does a wedding mean to 

women? 

 

IBC, male, age 58, and  

SC, female, age 54, are a married couple,   

interviewed on April 29, 2014, at TPO Cambodia, Phnom Penh.  

For ease of reading, marriage titles are used to distinguish speakers.  
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Does the wedding totally depend on the wishes of the 

parents?  

 

 

Did you expect to get married before the Khmer Rouge 

regime came to power? 
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What does marriage mean to men, pou?  

 

 

A women’s life totally 

changes after she 

gets married, like 

‘ghost changes body.’  

“ 
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-

 

 

I would like to ask you about your forced marriage 

ceremony during the Khmer Rouge regime. Were you 

informed that you would be married? 

 

Who informed you? 
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You wanted to run away. Why were you unhappy?  

 

Pou, how were you informed about your forced 

marriage? 

We did not know 

what to do and we 

wanted to run away, 

but we were afraid 

of being killed. So we 

just accepted the 

forced marriage.  

“ 
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What happened on 20 August 1978? 

 

What did you wear? 

 

Were they old or new? 

 

 

 

How many couples were there with you? 
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So they did not know each other even by name? 

 

Who else was there besides the couples? 

 

 

 

 

Did your parents attend the wedding procedure? 

 

Did you say any vows? 

 

How were you feeling at the time, pou? 
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How was the first night of your married life as a couple? 

- -  
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Did you discuss first about sleeping in different mosquito 

nets? 

 

 

Did you talk at all that night? 

 

When you were walking together to your house, did you 

talk to each other? 

 

How did you feel that night, ming? 
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How long did you stay in the bamboo and thatch house? 

 

 

 

 

When you were separated after being married for only a 

week, how did you feel about that, pou? 

 

 



 

 

 

39 

Were you happy to be separated? 

 

When was the first time you had sexual relations 

together?   

 

I would like to clarify—you were married in 1978, but 

you did not have sexual relations until 1979?  

 

 

After the Khmer Rouge regime fell, how did you decide 

to stay together as a married couple? 

-

 

So you did not continue to live together at first? 

 

 



 

40 
 

 

-

 

-

 

 

-

-

 

Did you plan to be reunited with your husband? 

 

Why did you go to find your wife? 

 

-

-

- -  
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Had you met your mother-in-law 

before? 

 

If your mother had not asked you to 

pick up your wife, would you have gone 

to find her? 

-

-

 

 

 

 

How many children do you have? 

 

 

 

… we experienced 

difficulties and we 

helped each other a 

lot. We started to 

feel good toward one 

another after that.  

“ 
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Do your children know about your forced marriage? 

 

 

 

Are your children married? 

 

 

How did you feel at your children’s weddings? 
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Do your neighbors know about your forced marriage? 

 

Do they ever discriminate against you? 

 

Have you ever wanted to celebrate your marriage with a 

traditional ceremony? 

 

In 1979 and 1980, after the Khmer Rouge fell, did the 

new government do anything as reparation for forced 

marriages? 

 

Do you have a marriage certificate? 

 

 
-

 
 

 



 

44 
 

 

 

-

 

You have been together for a long time. Do you have 

any plans to separate in the future? 

 

How about you, pou?  
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How old were you when you married during the Khmer 

Rouge time? 

 

 

I would like to know your ideas about marriage 

generally, before the Khmer Rouge regime. What does 

marriage mean to you?  

 

Is a traditional wedding important?  

 

HO, female, age 52,  

interviewed May 2, 2014,  

at her home. 
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What was your wedding like during the Khmer Rouge 

period? 

 

How did you first learn that you were to be married? 
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-

 
 



 

48 
 

 

 

Were most of the cases arranged by Angkar or requested 

by the man? 

 

What was going through your mind? 



 

 

 

49 

 

Can you say more about the ceremony?  

 

 

We lay down on the 

mat back to back 

and didn’t talk at all, 

and I could not calm 

my mind because I 

was sleeping next to 

a stranger. 

“ 
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-

 

Did you ever talk to each other? 
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Did you come to love your husband 

over time? 

 

 

- -

 

I did not even know 

what my husband 

looked like for the 

first month of our 

marriage because 

we only met at night. 

“ 
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Why did you separate? 

- -

- -
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- -

- -

- -

-
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Why did you decide to not remarry? 
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Can you talk more about what raising your children 

alone was like?  
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What was your life like before the Khmer Rouge regime 

took power? 

 

PS, female, age 53,  

interviewed on April 25, 2014,  

at TPO Cambodia. 
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When did you find out you were to be married? 
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60 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

61 

 

How long was your uncle able to help you? 

 

The guards said it 

had been almost a 

week and we still had 

not slept together, so 

that night we had to 

have sex. I did not 

agree. I said I did not 

care if I was killed. I 

would not agree!  

“ 



 

62 
 

 

Do you know why the Khmer Rouge forced people to 

marry? 

 

Who did you live with after the regime fell?  

 

Why did you feel ashamed? 
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65 

 

 

Did your second husband know about what happened to 

you during the Khmer Rouge period? 

 

 
 

 

 
 

-  
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67 

 

Can you tell me about your childhood before the Khmer 

Rouge period? 

 

 

 

HK, female, age 58,  

interviewed on April 28, 2014,  

at TPO Cambodia, Phnom Penh. 

  



 

68 
 

 

Do you know why your grandparents did not approve of 

your mother?  

 

 

What was your life like in Phnom Penh? 

- -



 

 

 

69 

 

Were you in Phnom Penh when the Khmer Rouge 

regime took over the city?  

- -

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

70 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

71 

 

 

Did you expect that you would be asked to marry?  

-

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

72 
 

 

What were the first two marriage proposals you received?  

-

 

 

It sounds like you did not know in advance that you 

were to be married?  



 

 

 

73 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

74 
 

 

 

What happened after the marriage party?  

 

-

 



 

 

 

75 

 

Did you have any children together? 

 

 

 
 

-  
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So you have stayed together since 1977?  

-

 

 



 

 

 

77 

 

Do you think your life would be 

different if you had not been forced to 

marry? 

 

During the Khmer 

Rouge regime, I just 

accepted the 

marriage and had 

sexual relations to 

save my life. Later,  

I stayed because I 

had children with  

my husband. I have 

seven children with 

him. 

“ 
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Are your children married?  

- -

 



 

 

 

79 

 

Can you tell me about your marriage before the Khmer 

Rouge regime?  

 

 

What happened to your husband after the Khmer Rouge 

came to power? 

MSO, female, age 65,  

interviewed on April 28, 2014,  

at TPO Cambodia. 

  

 
 

-
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- -

- -

 

- -
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What happened when you refused? 

- -

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
-

-
- -

- -
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 - -

 

 

You said there were men in the same area of the prison as 

you. Did they see the young soldiers raping the women?  

 

 



 

 

 

83 

Were the men also raped?  

 

- -

-

 

I felt so angry and 

ashamed. If I could 

have fought back, I 

would have. I did not 

understand how they 

could treat Khmer  

so badly.  

“ 
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- -
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You were in three prisons for refusing to marry. Did you 

have any idea you would receive this punishment for 

refusing?  



 

86 
 

 

 

- -

- -

- -

- -

 

 

How did you support yourself after the Khmer Rouge 

regime fell? Did you remarry? 



 

 

 

87 

- -

 

- -

 

Do your children know about your past?  

You know, I never 

told my mother 

about my rape, but  

I did tell my new 

husband. He 

accepted my past.  

I have a son and a 

daughter with him. 

“ 
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Can you tell me about your life before the Khmer Rouge 

took power?  

 

You said on your survey you were married during the 

Khmer Rouge regime. Can you describe that marriage? 

 

KN, female, age 57,  

interviewed on June 28, 2014, at her home.  

She is Khmer Cham (Islam).  
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What are marriages like in a Cham community?  May 

you marry Khmer Buddhist, or is it that Khmer Islam 

should only marry other Khmer Islam?  

 

What happened after the commitment ceremony?  
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Did you have children during that marriage?  

 

You mentioned that your husband is Khmer? 
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How did things change in 1993? 

 



 

 

 

93 

 

 

Do you think there is a difference between the 

marriages of the Khmer Rouge time and traditionally 

arranged marriages? 
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-  

  

 

-
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 -

 

 -
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